Lecture 11
Tuesday, February 09, 2010

We continue to explore "free electrons."

Finite Temperature Physics of Free Electrons

Since T is much larger than any interesting temperature scale (room temperature
or melting temperature) for common metallic solids, it should be noted that any
physical quantities that has a finite value at T = 0 for common metals will likely
have only a small correction at a finite temperature.

Examples of such quantities are pressure, bulk modulus, total energy, chemical
potential, etc. These quantities are basically determined by the property of the
Fermisea at T = 0, and the small perturbation of the Fermi surface at a finite
temperature gives only a small correction.

Of course, there are quantities that vanish (or become negligible) as T — 0, and
for those quantities, the small perturbation of the Fermi surface at a finite
temperature is the only reason that such quantities are significant. Examples
include entropy, heat capacity, thermally induced electron mean free path, etc.

Fermi Dirac distribution function
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e At zero temperature, f(€) is a "step-down" function and u = €.

e f(e) :%ate = U.
e f(e)is different fromits T = 0 form only in the O(kgT) vicinity of u.
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Finite Temperature Physics -- Some important results

It is possible to derive the following (see Homework; or "Sommerfeld expansion"
in A&M):
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where in the last step, D(ep) = oy N = number of electrons, is used.
F

Physical picture of E and Cy,
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In analogy with Dirac's picture for electrons and positrons, the Fermisea at T
=0 can be thought of as the vacuum. Relative to that vacuum, at finite
temperatures electron-hole (e-h) pairs proliferate.
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(1) Typical energy of such an electron or a hole excitation ~ kgT. (Note that
this is relative to the vacuum energy!)

(2) The number of such electrons and holes ~ D(eg)kgT (Why? Electron-
hole pairs occur within the energy ~ kgT of u = €. With T < Tg, the
density of states = D(ey) is a very good approximation. D(eg)kgT =
the number of states within the energy range of kg T near €5.)

(3) The total thermal energy = (1) x (2) ~ D(eg) (kgT)?.
This is the physical reason why we have, in general,

E—E(T =0)~D(er)(kgT)? and Cy,~D(ep)(kgT)T
up to numerical factors.

Also, D(er)~N /€g, and so Cy~Nkg (TL), which means that the heat
F
capacity is reduced by a factor ~ TL in the degenerate fermion gas relative to
F

the classical gas.

Heat capacity, electron gas plus phonon gas

In general, the heat capacity for a metal is the sum of the contribution from the
electron gas and the phonon gas.

It can be written as (for T < 8p, Tr)
Cy ~yT + BT3
m? 1 12w
Y = 7NekBT_p and,B ==

number of acoustical phonon modes = number of bases/lattice-points.

h ic| Cy
| phononic ?L ~y+ BTz

Y

1
Ny, kg o5 N, = number of electrons. N, =

electronic

0 T?2
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For this reason, many researchers plot the Cy, function as above, where the y
intercept directly gives the ¥ value. This is very important.
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For instance, the above figure shows the heat capacity of Ag, revisited. Ina
previous lecture it was shown that the T3 behavior does a good job (dotted line).
However, you might have noticed that the last point at the low temperature end
did not do a good job. Well, here is the full view, showing all the low temperature
data. What it shows is that at 4 K and below, the electronic contribution, while
small, does show the specific heat deviating from the pure phonon behavior.

The y intercept can be easily obtained as 7.79e-5 in the unit shown above (1/K).
Multiplying this by R = N,kg = 8.314e3 mJ/mole-K, we get the value of y for the
molar heat capacity: y = 0.65 mJ/mole-K2. This is very close to the value 0.61
calculated within the free electron model!

Generally, normal metals have y~1 mJ/mole-K2. Thus, one might think that the
electrons in normal metals are really like free electrons! This is quite mysterious

since the bare Coulomb interaction between electrons is actually quite large ~ 10

e? e?hc 1 1973 e . R . .
eV (T =TT eV if risin A). Inreal solids, the screening may reduce

this energy, but still the Coulomb interaction remains to be significant ~ 1 eV, of
the same order as the Fermi energy. One reason why such Coulomb interaction
does not have a strong effect is due to the Pauli exclusion principle (read "Fermi
liquid" in A&M), while the actual theory of a Fermi liquid is quite involved.

There are certain classes of materials where y is very large ~1000. These
materials (UBe;3, CeCu,Si,, ...) are called "heavy fermions." Why?

NekB Neké Nekg’
X = = m
TF €r flzklzy

14

How can y be so large? N, and kj are fixed by the chemistry (# of electrons per
cell), and kz and f are fundamental constants, and so the only way that y can be
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so large is if m is very large. So, "heavy electrons" or "heavy fermions".

As the example of the heavy fermion shows, the "free electron" in the free
electron theory should be interpreted cautiously. It is better to call it "free quasi-
electron" or "free Landau quasi-particle." However, these are the topics of higher
level many body theory.

Conduction of electricity

The free electron theory explains why metals conduct electricity. Here is a simple

theory.
,b,.o 'k% t=T-0 t=7T+0
/‘> /—N
/ 4
by /4
E 177
— &« Shft
'L)( S + e °||'|Ll"(u~|m
f’aou'.\-.\nri\w E skews e gresty 'V‘es’roch
Lishripution Emggem*ecl !

In this picture, one imagines that the electron system is in an equilibrium, and is
driven out of the equilibrium due to the electric field. On a time scale of 7, the
relaxation time, the system goes through collisions and brought back to the
equilibrium state again, the history of the past completely forgotten and the
whole process starting all over again.

The relaxation time 7 is the average time for the electron to travel before it is
scattered.

How much current does the E field drive?

As we shall see, the relation hk =F (a semi-classical equation of motion) is valid

for free electrons or electrons in a crystalline potential, with hk being the crystal
momentum in general. We can use this equation for each electron state, with

F = —eE. But what we ultimately want is the average over all electrons:

B
mz _mz
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The sum is over all occupied states. The RHS is simply ﬁ, as F is a constant. Thus,

. : hk .
this equation means that the average momentum ZN increases gradually due to
e
= A hk O g
F. Note that at the equilibrium ZN = 0, while it will be a certain finite value at
e

t =7 — 0. We call that value m ¥, where ¥, is the drift velocity. Note that the
drift velocity has nothing to do with the individual velocity of each electron, which
is on the order of the Fermi velocity. Instead, ¥, is the average net velocity
gained by the electron over the time scale 7. Thus we get:

mﬁd N

—=F = —eE
T

The current density that is gained by the applied field is

eET ne?t
E
m

] =—nev, = —ne | —
] d < m

which defines the conductivity

This is called the Drude conductivity.

Typical values

For normal metals, the conductivity is on the order of (uQ cm)~?, which is in the
cgs unit 1e18 Hz (note that Q is an Sl unit).

With this value of o, T can be estimated from 7 = %, withn ~ 0.1 A3, as 3e-14

sec. Thatis 30 femto seconds. For a typical range of conductivity encountered in
normal metals, T ranges from ~1 femto second to ~10 nano second (at low T,
pure metal).

The mean free path, [ = vz, measures the distance that the electron travels
between collisions. This is given by ~ 10 A to 1 mm with a more typical value
being between 100 A to 1 pm.

Lastly, the drift velocity for a very large current density such as 1000 A/cm? is
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very tiny. vy = # ~ 10711 ¢ ~ 1072 vg. This is a truly negligible fraction of v,
but since U, is all in the same direction, it adds up to a macroscopic effect, while

U adds up to a zero macroscopic effect since it is in all directions.

NOTE: In "strongly correlated electron systems" (notably high temperature
superconductors, manganites, and heavy fermions), unusually low conductivity is
often observed in metals: (mQ cm)~! orless. Often this implies a mean free
path less than the lattice constant! This is an indication that the "free electron
physics" as we know it and as we introduced it here is in a serious trouble.

Thermal conductivity and Wiedemann-Franz law

. 1 c .
The thermal conductivity k = ;vis (see Lecture 09). In this free electron model,
T

l
2 2 T T
UV = Vg, [ = VFrT, C = 7NekB (—) = ? Neké; = T[ZNeké m_vlz:- ThUS,
2 T
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nt . nre? .
Note that — enters Kk, as it enters 0 = — So, this suggests that

2
K 7T2 kB
— ] = Lorenz number
e

The fact that this number is observed to be universal in many common metals
(see table 5 of Kittel) is called Wiedemann-Franz law, lends much support to the
free electron theory.

In pure metals, the electricity and the heat are both carried by the electron, and
this fact underlies the Wiedemann-Franz law. However, note that the assumption
of this law is that the same relaxation time 7 applies to the electric conductivity
and to the thermal conductivity, which was our assumption above. That this is
not always the case can be realized when we consider the T <« 8, regime where
the electron is scattered by a low energy phonon with k < kp. Since, kp~kp,

this means that the wave vector k of the electron hardly changes, meaning that
the scattering is a forward scattering. Such forward scattering is not efficient at
all in slowing down the electric current, while it is efficient in slowing down the
heat current, since the typical energy of the phonon involved in such a scattering
would be kzT. So, Wiedemann-Franz law is not valid in this regime. Its ranges of
validity are very low temperatures, where the impurity scattering dominates, and
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high temperatures (T > 6p), where short wave length phonons abound. In both
cases, the change of the electron wave vector due to collisions is on the order of
kr.
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